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ECD and Climate Change: “From the most vulnerable to the 
most valuable”

• ECD - A powerful equalizer of climate 
change inequities

• Climate change a child's rights crisis

• ECD in climate change, a key building 
block in achieving the SDGs

• Young children as agents of change

• Costs of inaction are too high

The first 1,000 days are 
much more vulnerable 

than other stages in life.

Nearly 90% of the burden of disease attributable to climate change is borne by 
children under the age of 5



Climate Change and Children: What Do We Know? 

• Children breathe more rapidly than adults

• > 1,000 newborns deaths from air pollution

• Higher metabolism, breathing less than adults

•  Children under 5, nearly 80% of malaria 
deaths

• Children vulnerable to food insecurity

• Children rely on adults for physical and mental 
wellbeing

• Children are more susceptible to injuries



What Do We Know About Children on The Move?

• One billion children in 33 countries at 
extremely high risk

• 10 million children displaced in 2020 alone 
due to weather

• Children in the move are exposed to 
protection risks

• Nearly 500 million children live in areas 
with very high risk of flooding

• Nearly 160 million live in areas of extreme 
or high risk of drought



Children and Climate Change in Asia



Policy Actions:  Recognition of ECD and Climate 
intersections

• 2023 ASEAN Declaration on ECCE in Southeast Asia:  A transformed 
ECCE sector plays an essential role in adaptive capacities of 
communities

• 2023 Pacific Regional Forum for ECD (PRC4ECD) endorsement of 
Action Point 10 of the Pasifika Call to Action on ECD



Country Highlights

Mongolia's air pollution 
initiatives

The Government of 
Mongolia, with 
UNICEF support, 
retrofits kindergartens to 
improve young children's 
learning environments while 
increasing energy efficiency 
and combatting air pollution.

Youth engagement in Fiji and 
Pacific islands

During the 2022 ARNEC 
Conference, a youth advocate 
heralded the call from Minister of 
Health in Fiji for greater inclusion 
of young children in the climate 
agenda. There have been 
numerous policy fora in the Pacific 
to elevate ECD's role in climate 
change adaptation.

Viet Nam's multi-level climate and 
DRR initiatives

With MOET, UNICEF developed and 
institutionalized a national Climate-
Smart School Framework, including 
at pre-primary level.

With the National College of 
Education, a survey has been 
conducted at ECE institutions to 
understand behaviors of 
environmental protection in 
preschools.



What Have Partners Done in Asia?

2 investment cases, ECD-Climate advocacy brief & Theory of Change

Regional conference, advocacy video, call to action, webinars with ARNEC and Save the Children

Regional scoping study - impact of climate change on young children



The Heat: A Risk Communication and First Aid 
Approach for Caregivers and Frontline Workers

9

Be aware

of heat stress
and protect yourself

Everyone should be

educated on and

help promote

awareness of the

essentials of heat

stress recognition.

Easily identify

the symptoms

Caregivers, 

communities and 

front-line health

workers need to

be able to easily identify 

The symptoms of

heat-related illnesses.

Act immediately

to protect

Caregivers and

front-line workers

need to take action

to bring body heat

back to equilibrium

in the short term.

Take to 

health facility

If the individual is

presenting serious

symptoms, particularly of 

heat stroke, the front-line

worker should be able to 

help recognize those

immediately and support 

taking the individual to 

the health facility.



Global Directions for ECD and Climate: UNICEF’s Strategies

Child-focused 
interventions

Parent- and 
caregiver-
focused 

initiatives

Systems 
strengthening-

focused 
programmes

Adapted and 
sustainable 

infrastructure



Illustrative Actions

Policies

Include ECD in climate 
policy documents 

Governance for 
sustainable ECD and 

climate action

Programmes

Early Learning: Biophilia

Workforce strengthening

Community platforms

Practices

Resources and tips for 
greening homes 

Eco-Parenting  
progammes





“The best investments we can make for children now are to ensure the 
services they need to survive, grow and thrive are resilient to climate 

and environmental shocks and to support them with the education and 
skills they will need to adapt and create a green transition and better 

world.” 

Thank You


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: ECD and Climate Change: “From the most vulnerable to the most valuable” 
	Slide 3: Climate Change and Children: What Do We Know? 
	Slide 4: What Do We Know About Children on The Move?
	Slide 5: Children and Climate Change in Asia
	Slide 6: Policy Actions:  Recognition of ECD and Climate intersections
	Slide 7: Country Highlights
	Slide 8
	Slide 9:                     The Heat: A Risk Communication and First Aid Approach for Caregivers and Frontline Workers
	Slide 10: Global Directions for ECD and Climate: UNICEF’s Strategies 
	Slide 11: Illustrative Actions
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: “The best investments we can make for children now are to ensure the services they need to survive, grow and thrive are resilient to climate and environmental shocks and to support them with the education and skills they will need to adapt and c

