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Urbanization As A Significant Contemporary 
Global Phenomenon

•

•

•

•

•



What Is Urbanization?
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UN’s 11th Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) is to “make cities 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable“
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https://sdg-tracker.org/
https://sdg-tracker.org/cities






Trends in Urbanization
4.1 billion people live in urban areas today  - 55% 
of world population (in 1800 less than 10% of 
world population) 

2007 – number of people in urban areas 
exceeded number in rural areas for the first time

2050 – 2/3 of global population will live in urban 
areas

358 “million cities” with one million or more 
people, and 27 “mega-cities” of ten million or 
more 

95 percent of  projected urban expansion will 
take place in developing countries (UNDP, 2018)







Urbanization Differs By Location
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Migration And Urbanization Are Linked
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Multi-Dimensional 
Urbanization & Family
Issues

• Unmarried;  couples without 
children / “Kiddie deserts”

• Economic and social advantages 
and consequences

West:

• Urban margins: populated by 
migrants from rural areas

• Poor; children; elderly –
disadvantaged to be far from 
locus of power

• Floating populations

Non-
Western:

• Opportunities to escape from 
patriarchal rural situations

• Domestic workers; service sector jobs; 
trafficking of women; marriage brides

• Harassment in public places

• Transnational motherhood

• Risks associated with migration

Gender 
Issues:



Quality Of Living Varies in 
Urban Centers
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Advantages Of Urbanization (If Done Correctly)
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Challenges Of Urbanization In The 21 st

Century
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Improving Urbanization Efforts &
Meeting SDG 11 •
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Improving 
Urbanization Efforts 
&
Meeting SDG 11

Coordinated responses in order to reach the most 
vulnerable, individuals and assist them in realizing 

their rights, capabilities, and full potential as 
individuals and communities. 

Strengthening family supports and services in order to 
improve the  the social and economic capital of 
individuals and concurrently, the well-being of 

communities in urban and rural settings

Improved resource utilization and access to local 
economies to lessen poverty and unemployment



Recommendations for Sustainable, More Egalitarian Urbanization
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Thank you!


